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The p r epa ra t i on  of t r ans - f l -  ( indol -3-y l )acry l ic  acid (D by the condensat ion of indole -3-carba ldehyde  
or  its 1 -ace ty l  de r iva t ive  (]If) with malonic  acid in the p r e sence  of pyr idine and piper idine  has been de-  
s c r i bed  p rev ious ly  [1, 2]. We have obtained the acid (I) by  the Pe rk in  reac t ion ,  which has not p rev ious ly  
been  used to obtain ac ry l i c  acids  of the indole s e r i e s .  

When the aldehyde (II) was boiled in acet ic  anhydride with sodium ace ta te  in a r a t io  of 1 : 6 : 2 for  3 h 
and the reac t ion  mix tu re  was then poured into wa te r ,  a yellow c rys ta l l ine  product  was obtained which con- 
s i s ted  of a mix tu re  of 1 -ace ty l indo le -3 -ca rba ldehyde  (III) and t r ans - f l - (1 - ace ty l i ndo l -3 -y l ) ac ry l i c  acid (IV), 
as was found by c h rom a t og raphy  [on Silufol in the b e n z e n e - e t h e r  (1:1) sy s t em,  R f  for  (III) 0.50; fo r  (IV) 
0.35]. The mix tu re  was boiled in benzene.  The r e s idue  insoluble in hot benzene was the pure  acid (IV), as  
was conf i rmed  by its PMR, UV, and IR s pec t r a .  It  was  identical  with a s amp le  obtained by another  meth-  
od [3]. Yield 17.2%, calcula ted on the aldehyde (II) taken in the reac t ion .  

Saponification of the acid (IV) with ethanolic a lkal i  led quant i ta t ively to the acid (I), identical  with an 
authentic s ample .  
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